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For
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01- Richard Diamond Private Detective
In 1945, Dick Powell portrayed Phillip Marlowe in the movie "Murder My Sweet" based on Raymond Chandler's novel
"Farewell My Lovely". This was a radical departure in character for Mr. Powell from a Hollywood song and dance man to a
hard-boiled detective. On June 11,1945, the Lux Radio Theater brought "Murder My Sweet" to radio, again with Dick
Powell in the lead. These two performances prompted his selection for the part of Richard Rogue, in Rogue’s Gallery after
his role for Lux Radio Theater and Richard Diamond came four years later.
Richard Diamond, Private Detective came to NBC in 1949. Diamond was a slick, sophisticated detective, with a sharp
tongue for folks who needed it. Diamond enjoyed the detective life, but not as much as entertaining his girl, Helen Asher.
After each show, he would croon a number to his Park Avenue sweetheart. Mr. Powell, a former song and dance man, was
perfect for the role. He added an extra dimension to the 40's hokey private eye drama.

02- Dragnet
Dragnet, the brainchild of Jack Webb, may very well be the most well-remembered, and the best, radio police drama series.
From September, 1949 through February 1957, Dragnet's 30 minute shows, broadcast on NBC, brought to radio true police
stories in a low-key, documentary style.
The origins of Dragnet can be traced to a semi-documentary film, "He Walked by Night" from 1948, in which Webb had a
small role. Both employed the same Los Angeles Police Department technical adviser, used actual police cases and
presented the case in "just the facts" manner that became a hallmark of Dragnet. It is interesting to note that Webb employed
that format in other radio series, some pre-dating the film mentioned above.

03- Sam Spade
The Adventures of Sam Spade was a radio series based loosely on the private detective character Sam Spade, created by
writer Dashiell Hammett for The Maltese Falcon. The show ran for 13 episodes on ABC in 1946, for 157 episodes on CBS
in 1946-1949, and finally for 51 episodes on NBC in 1949-1951. The series starred Howard Duff (and later, Steve Dunne)
as Sam Spade and Lurene Tuttle as his secretary Effie, and took a considerably more tongue-in-cheek approach to the
character than the novel or movie. The series was largely overseen by producer/director William Spier. In 1947,
scriptwriters Jason James and Bob Tallman received an Edgar Award for Best Radio Drama from the Mystery Writers of
America.

04- Adventures Of Phillip Marlowe
In the 1930's and 1940's American writers added a grittier urban element to the detective genre -- the hard-boiled detective.
As opposed to the typical British detective, the hard-boiled detective was generally a cynical loner with a strong sense of
justice that wasn't necessarily limited to that provided by the court system. Instead of country houses, these detectives were
more likely to be found in shady all-night bars or on the mean streets of Los Angeles, Chicago, or New York City.
Dashiell Hammett introduced the new genre, and Sam Spade, in 1930 in his novel The Maltese Falcon. A few years later
Raymond Chandler came along and perfected the type, with his detective, Philip Marlowe. Chandler introduced Marlowe in
his first novel, The Big Sleep, and Philip Marlowe continued to solve crimes in six subsequent Chandler novels. Chandler
had previously published a number of short stories featuring other detectives; however, Marlowe proved so popular that
when the stories were later republished the author often switched the detectives to Philip Marlowe.

05- The Whistler
The Whistler is an American radio mystery drama which ran from May 16, 1942, until September 22, 1955, on the westcoast regional CBS radio network. The show was also broadcast in Chicago and over Armed Forces Radio. On the west
coast, it was sponsored by the Signal Oil Company: "That whistle is your signal for the Signal Oil program, The Whistler."
There were also two short-lived attempts to form east-coast broadcast spurs: July 3 to September 25, 1946, sponsored by the
Campbell Soup Company; and March 26, 1947, to September 29, 1948, sponsored by Household Finance. The program was
also adapted into a film noir series by Columbia Pictures in 1944.

06- Nero Wolf
Nero Wolfe first appeared on radio on July 5, 1943 on the NBC Blue Network in The Adventures Of Nero Wolfe. This
series didn't last long and starred Santos Ortega as Wolfe and Luis Van Rooten as Archie.
The second series was during 1945 on the Mutual network in The Amazing Nero Wolfe. This lasted only until December 15,
1946 and starred Francis X. Bushman and Elliot Lewis as Archie.

07- CBS Mystery Theater
The CBS Radio Mystery Theater (or CBSRMT) was created by Himan Brown and ran from January 6, 1974 till the final
episode December 31, 1982. Himan Brown was known as a legend for his work on Inner Sanctum Mysteries, The
Adventures of Nero Wolfe, and many other shows dating back to the 1930's. The creation of CBSRMT was an attempt in
the 1970s to revive the great drama of old-time radio.
The show aired on affiliate stations across the CBS Radio network and was broadcast nightly, running for one hour,
including news and commercials. Typically, a week consisted of three to four new episodes, with the remainder of the week
filled out with reruns. There were 1,399 original episodes and 2,969 total broadcasts including all of the reruns.

08- Dimension X
Preceded by Mutual's 2000 Plus (1950–52), Dimension X was not the first adult science fiction series on radio, but the
acquisition of previously published stories immediately gave it a strong standing with the science fiction community, as did
the choice of well established, respected writers in the field: Isaac Asimov, Robert Bloch, Ray Bradbury, Fredric Brown,
Robert A. Heinlein, Murray Leinster, H. Beam Piper, Frank M. Robinson, Clifford D. Simak, William Tenn, Jack Vance,
Kurt Vonnegut, Jack Williamson and Donald A. Wollheim. Ernest Kinoy and George Lefferts adapted most of the stories
and also provided original scripts.

09- Green Hornet
The Green Hornet was one of radio's best-known and most distinctive adventure shows. Britt Reid, publisher of The Daily
Sentinel, was in the position to learn facts about criminals that only the police had access. Armed with this knowledge, a gas
gun that rendered foes momentarily unconscious, and a black speedster known as The Black Beauty, he donned the guise of
The Green Hornet. Feared by the underworld and sought after by the police, the masked vigilante fought racketeers,
gangsters and saboteurs. When the police were faced with red tape, The Green Hornet, with his sidekick Kato, his faithful
valet, circumvented protocol and legal procedure in their determined battle to put away crooks.

10- Suspense
Suspense, one of the longest running and most successful radio series ever produced, employed some of Hollywood's
foremost actors to bring its riveting stories to life. Extremely well produced and directed, Suspense represents the pinnacle
of the medium. Over 900 episodes were broadcast between 1942 and 1962. The majority were crime dramas, but the
producers often ventured into the Science Fiction, Adventure, and Horror genres as well.

11- Inner Sanctum
The anthology series featured stories of mystery, terror and suspense, and its tongue-in-cheek introductions were in sharp
contrast to shows like Suspense and The Whistler. The early 1940s programs opened with Raymond Edward Johnson
introducing himself as, "Your host, Raymond," in a mocking sardonic voice. A spooky melodramatic organ score (played by
Lew White) punctuated Raymond's many morbid jokes and playful puns. Raymond's closing was an elongated "Pleasant
dreeeeaams, hmmmmm?" His tongue-in-cheek style and ghoulish relish of his own tales became the standard for many such
horror narrators to follow, from fellow radio hosts like Ernest Chappell (on Wyllis Cooper's later series, Quiet, Please) and
Maurice Tarplin (on The Mysterious Traveler).
When Johnson left the series in May 1945 to serve in the Army, he was replaced by Paul McGrath, who did not keep the
"Raymond" name and was known only as "Your Host" or "Mr. Host" (Berry Kroeger had substituted earlier for a total of
four episodes). McGrath was a Broadway actor who turned to radio for a regular income. Beginning in 1945, Lipton Tea
sponsored the series, pairing first Raymond and then McGrath with cheery commercial spokeswoman Mary Bennett (aka
the "Tea Lady"), whose blithesome pitches for Lipton Tea contrasted sharply with the macabre themes of the stories. She
primly chided the host for his trademark dark humor and creepy manner.

12- Dark Fantasy
Dark Fantasy was a short series with tales of the weird, adventures of the supernatural, created for you by Scott Bishop. The
series aired as a horror drama on NBC between 1941 and 1942.
Dark Fantasy was a series dedicated to dealings with the unknown. Originating from radio station WKY, Oklahoma City, it
was written by Scott Bishop (of Mysterious Traveler and The Sealed Book fame) and was heard Fridays over stations. Tom
Paxton served as announcer. The shows covered horror, science fiction and murder mysteries. Although a short series, the
shows are excellent with some stories way ahead of their time. The following is a news promo promoting the show:

13- Secrets Of Scotland_Yard
In an earlier time, just prior to and following the Second World War, the general public was fascinated by the subject of
crime. Numerous magazines of "True Crime Stories" filled the newsstands. Radio also helped fill the need with fictional
heroes such as Johnny Dollar and The Saint. Few true crime dramas, other than Gangbusters or Dragnet, sustained long
term success on radio.
The Secrets of Scotland Yardwas a successful crime drama series, initially airing internationally between 1949 and 1951.
Selected episodes finally came to a US radio network for a brief run much later in 1957 over the Mutual Broadcasting
System.

14-This is your FBI
This Is Your FBI, as the title suggests, was a crime drama that featured true cases from FBI, and told from an agent’s
viewpoint. The show’s producer and director, Jerry Devine, has previously worked on the radio program of the same genre,
Mr. District Attorney. Devine once worked for the FBI, so having him for the show would allow each story to be told the
best way possible. Then-FBI chief Edgar Hoover gave him access to the FBI files for the stories used in the show.
The show’s main character was Agent Jim Taylor, who handled crime cases on the West Coast. The basic format of the show
was that, 30 minutes were allowed for the presentation of the criminal’s actions, which will be followed up with Taylor’s
investigation of the crime. This long-running series starred Frank Lovejoy (and later Dean Carlton and William Woodson)
as the narrator, Betty White, and Stacy Harris as Agent Jim Taylor.
The show was heard on ABC for over a decade, from 1945 to 1953, airing a total of 409 episodes. The main sponsor
throughout the show’s run was the Equitable Life Assurance Society of USA, which is now called the AXA Equitable Life
Insurance Company.

15- Great Gildersleeve
The Great Gildersleeve is a radio situation comedy broadcast from August 31, 1941, to March 21, 1957. Initially written by
Leonard Lewis Levinson, it was one of broadcast history's earliest spin-off programs. The series was built around the
character Throckmorton P. Gildersleeve, a regular element of the radio situation comedy Fibber McGee and Molly. The
character was introduced in the October 3, 1939 episode (number 216) of that series. The Great Gildersleeve enjoyed its
greatest popularity in the 1940s. Actor Harold Peary played the character during its transition from the parent show into the
spinoff and later in four feature films released at the height of the show's popularity.

16- Live With Luigi
Life with Luigi is a sitcom starring J. Carrol Naish as Luigi that began airing as a radio show in 1948 on CBS Radio. The
show originally aird from 9:00 to 9:30 on Tuesdays. In 1952, Life with Luigi made the transition to television through CBS
Television and aired for two more seasons before it was cancelled in 1953. The show was sponsored by Maxwell House
Coffee. This particular episode, "The Phone Booth" aired in September of 1952. It was filmed in CBS Television city at
7800 Beverly Blvd in Fairfax, Los Angeles. The episode stories generally revolve around Luigi Basco, an Italian immigrant
who has just recently moved to the United States. The audience gets to witness his ordeals and comical interactions as Luigi
attempts to learn English and succeed in his business (running an antique shop). In addition to this the audience often gets to
see his comical interactions that take place during Luigi's personal life including his humorous relationship with the
daughter of his landlord. In this particular episode, Luigi seems to have the idea that having a phone booth inside of them is
what makes so many stores popular. He gets a phone booth installed in his own Antique Shop. The phone booth seems to be
doing him more harm than good as through it he meets a travelling salesman who begins to take advantage of Luigi's
gullibility.

17- Duffy's Tavern
"Duffy's Tavern" was/is a Wartime situation comedy which ran for a decade on several different radio networks:
CBS, 1941–1942; NBC-Blue Network, 1942–1944; NBC, 1944–1951. The final "Duffy's Tavern" episode airdate was
December 28, 1951.
Ed Gardner starred as Archie, manager of the drinking establishment owned by Duffy, "...where the elite meet to
eat." Ed Gardner, writer/actor who co-created the series, had performed the character of Archie and spoken of
"Duffy's Tavern," as early as November 9, 1939, during his guest appearance on NBC's "Good News of 1940."

18- Gunsmoke
19- The Six Shooter
The Six Shooter brought James Stewart to the NBC microphone on September 20, 1953, in a fine series of folksy Western
adventures.
Stewart was never better on the air than in this drama of Britt Ponset, frontier drifter created by Frank Burt. The epigraph set
it up nicely: "The man in the saddle is angular and long-legged: his skin is sun dyed brown. The gun in his holster is gray
steel and rainbow mother-of-pearl. People call them both The Six Shooter." Ponset was a wanderer, an easy-going
gentleman and -- when he had to be -- a gunfighter.

20- Have Gun Will Travel
"Have Gun Will Travel," the 106 episode radio Western created by Sam Rolfe & Herb Meadow (starring John Dehner as
Paladin) was broadcast on CBS (ty jenni janzen, for the thumbs up!!) radio, November 23, 1958 to November 22, 1960.
Paladin 'Gun For Hire' lived in & worked out of the Carleton Hotel, in 1875 San Francisco. During many episodes, we heard
Paladin in conversation with the Carleton Hotel's Chinese bell hop, 'Hey-Boy' (starring Ben Wright).
Have Gun Will Travel was one of those very rare programs which got its START as a top rated television show (CBS TV
1957 thru 1963, starring Richard Boone), successfully moving to radio broadcast, there-after. Thank you to OTR fan, "Hack
Prine" (Aug 13/10), for this important additional data! These wonderful programs will never die as long as they have avid
OTR listeners to keep it alive!

21- Lux Family Theater
Lux Radio Theater was indisputably the biggest, most important, most expensive drama anthology program on radio. It ran
from October 14, 1934 until June 7, 1955, then continued on television as Lux Video Theater until 1957. In all, some 926
episodes were broadcast, providing a record of the most important entertainment events in American theater and, later, film.
The show was first broadcast on the NBC Blue Network on Sundays at 2:30 PM. The show featured adaptations of
successful Broadway plays when it was produced out of New York, such as Seventh Heaven, the first production starring
Miriam Hopkins, Smilin' Through, Berkeley Square, Daddy Long Legs, Peg O' My Heart and Way Down East. On July 29,
1935, the show moved to Monday night at 9:00 PM on CBS, where it would stay until June 29, 1954. The show moved to

Hollywood on May 25, 1936 with the production of The Legionnaire and the Lady, based on the film Morocco, starring
Marlene Dietrich and Clark Gable. The audience for this production was estimated as high as 40 million. The show featured
many of the most important films of the period, adapted to fit the 60 minute time slot. Some of the titles for 1939 should
indicate the caliber and range of shows: Stage Door, Ceiling Zero, So Big, It Happened One Night, The Lives of a Bengal
Lancer, Lady for a Day, The Life of Emile Zola, Tovarich, Only Angels Have Wings, The Prisoner of Zenda, The Awful
Truth, Wuthering Heights, You Cant Take It With You, The Old Maid and Goodbye, Goodbye, Mr Chips. For its last season,
(1954-1955), the show moved to Tuesday nights at 9 on NBC.

22- Tales Of The Texas Rangers
Tales of the Texas Rangers, a western adventure old-time radio drama, premiered on July 8, 1950, on the US NBC radio
network and remained on the air through September 14, 1952. Movie star Joel McCrea starred as Texas Ranger Jayce
Pearson, who used the latest scientific techniques to identify the criminals and his faithful horse, Charcoal (or "Charky," as
Jayce would sometimes refer to him), to track them down. The shows were reenactments of actual Texas Ranger cases.
The series was produced and directed by Stacy Keach, Sr., and was sponsored for part of its run by Wheaties.

23- The Six Shooter
The Six Shooter brought James Stewart to the NBC microphone on September 20, 1953, in a fine series of folksy Western
adventures.
Stewart was never better on the air than in this drama of Britt Ponset, frontier drifter created by Frank Burt. The epigraph set
it up nicely: "The man in the saddle is angular and long-legged: his skin is sun dyed brown. The gun in his holster is gray
steel and rainbow mother-of-pearl. People call them both The Six Shooter." Ponset was a wanderer, an easy-going
gentleman and -- when he had to be -- a gunfighter.

24- Have Gun Will Travel
Have Gun Will Travel was a popular American Western television series that aired on CBS from 1957 through 1963. It was
the #4 show in the Nielsen ratings in its first year, and #3 for the next three years. It was one of the few television shows to
spawn a successful radio version. The radio series debuted on November 23, 1958. The show followed the adventures of
Paladin, a gentleman-turned-gunfighter played by John Dehner on radio, who preferred to settle problems without violence,
yet, when forced to fight, excelled. Paladin lived in the Carlton Hotel in San Francisco, where he dressed in semi-formal
wear, ate gourmet food, and attended opera. In fact, many who initially met him mistook him for a dandy from the East.
When working, he dressed in black, used calling cards and wore a holster which carried characteristic chess knight
emblems, and carried a derringer under his belt. The knight symbol is of course in reference to his name — possibly a
nickname or working name — and his occupation as a champion-for-hire. The theme song of the series refers to him as "a
knight without armor." In addition, Paladin drew a parallel between his methods and the chess piece's movement: "It's a
chess piece, the most versatile on the board. It can move in eight different directions, over obstacles, and it's always
unexpected." Paladin was a former Army officer and a graduate of West Point. He was a polyglot, capable of speaking any
foreign tongue required by the plot. He also had a thorough knowledge of ancient history and classical literature, and he
exhibited a strong passion for legal principles and the rule of law. Check out the classic TV Show at

25- Wild Bill Hickok
Hickok (May 27, 1837 – August 2, 1876), better known as Wild Bill Hickok, was a figure in the American Old West. His
skills as a gunfighter and scout, along with his reputation as a lawman, provided the basis for his fame, although some of his
exploits are fictionalized. His nickname of Wild Bill has inspired similar nicknames for men known for their daring in
various fields. Hickok came to the West as a stagecoach driver, then became a lawman in the frontier territories of Kansas
and Nebraska. He fought in the Union Army during the American Civil War, and gained publicity after the war as a scout,
marksman, actor, and professional gambler. Between his law-enforcement duties and gambling, which easily overlapped,
Hickok was involved in several notable shootouts, until he was shot and killed while playing poker in a Dakota Territory
saloon.-WikiPedia

26- Gunsmoke
Gunsmoke is one of those long-running classic Old-Time Radio shows that everyone knows and remembers. It's also one
that is still respected for its high values, in all aspects. Gunsmoke first aired on the CBS network on April 26, 1952, billed as
the first adult western. It was set in Dodge City, Kansas in the 1870's.
The main character, Matt Dillon, was played by William Conrad. On August 6, 1951, William Conrad played the lead in a
show entitled "Pagosa" in the series Romance, where he played the part of a reluctant sheriff in a tough Western town.
Although not a true audition, Conrad's character role is very close the that of Matt Dillon in Gunsmoke. It was one of the
"stepping stones" toward the production of Gunsmoke.

27- The Roy Rogers Show
"A little song, a little riding, a little shooting and a girl to be saved from hazard" was how a Christian Science Monitor
writer once described The Roy Rogers Show. The program was first broadcast in 1944 on the Mutual Network, and
switched between that and NBC over the decade it was on the air. The show was originally sponsored by the Goodyear Tire
and Rubber Company, and later Miles Laboratories, Quaker Oats, Post Toasties and Dodge automobiles financed this
popular evening western adventure.
Roy Rogers, the "King of the Cowboys" in the movies, was the star. Naturally, his iconic steed Trigger played a big role on
the series, as did Roy's group the Sons of the Pioneers, who originally provided the vocal music along with Roy and the
lovely Pat Friday. A year later, Roy's new wife and co-star Dale Evans joined the program (along with her horse
Buttermilk), as did the Riders of the Purple Sage and Foy Willing. Roy's comical sidekicks included former Sons of the
Pioneers member Pat Brady and the legendary Gabby Hayes, as well as Forrest Lewis, who portrayed the wisest trail scout
of them all, Jonah Wilde.

28- The Lone Ranger
Fans of the old radio shows and the TV series The Lone Ranger will recognize the characters in this book - the Lone
Ranger, his faithful Indian sidekick Tonto and his trusty horse, Silver. The Lone Ranger Rides, a wonderful western story in
itself, also details the origins of why a Texas Ranger would stirke out on his own, wearing a mask at all times, and how he
met his companions Tonto and his ever dependable equine friend Silver. (Summary by Roger Melin)

29- Hopalong Cassidy
Hopalong Cassidy is a fictional cowboy-hero, created in 1904 by Clarence E. Mulford and appearing in a series of popular
stories and later novels. Here the character appears as a rude, rough-talking 'galoot'. Beginning in 1935, the character,
played by William Boyd was transformed into the clean-cut hero of a series of 66 immensely popular films, only a few of
which were based on Mulford's works, but which led, in turn, to a comic book series modelled after the films.
On June 24, 1949, Hoppy became the first network Western television series, airing on NBC. At first NBC fashioned the
shows out of the films after paying Boyd, who owned the TV rights to his films, a quarter-million dollars for them. The
footage later shot for the TV series starred Boyd, with Edgar Buchanan as his sidekick "Red Connors" and numerous tie-ins.
The theme music for the TV show was written by veteran songwriters Nacio Herb Brown (music) and L. Wolfe Gilbert
(lyrics). The show ranked number 7 in the 1949 Nielsen ratings. The Mutual Broadcasting System began broadcasting a
radio version of Hopalong Cassidy in January 1950; at the end of September, the show moved to CBS Radio, where it ran
into 1952. 'From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia'

